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Week of September 29, 1986 


SEMERAD ANNOUNCES PUBLIC MEETINGS 
TO RE-EXAMINE THE U.S. EMPLOYMENT SERVICE 


WASHINGTON -- Assistant Secretary of Labor Roger D. Semerad has announced 
that the Employment and Training Administration (ETA) will hold public meetings 
in San Francisco, Denver, Atlanta, and Washington, D.C., to provide interested 
parties with a forum for their views on the U.S. Employment Service's (USES) 
ability to respond to future labor market needs. 


"Our studies at the department indicate we will face major challenges 
in the employment and training area around the turn of the century," Semerad 
said. "As with all of our programs, we are taking an open, non partisan and 
analytical look at the Employment Service and its ability to meet these 
challenges." 


A Department of Labor study entitled "Workforce 2000" has revealed 
trends that indicate the labor market and work place of the future will be 
substantially different from what we have today. Using this study as a 
basis, ETA will look at the Employment Service's strengths and weaknesses 
and the critical changes that must occur to match the needs of employers and 
workers in the Year 2000. 


The re-examination will focus on the basic purpose and functions of a 
public labor exchange's process of matching workers to jobs as mandated by 
the Wagner-Peyser Act. Functions currently imposed on the Employment 
Service by other legislation are not at issue. Congressionally mandated 
responsibilities, including veterans priority, will continue. 


The meetings will commence at 9 A. M. and end at 4 P. M. Dates and locations 
are listed below: 


Oct 15, San Francisco -- Ramada Renaissance Hotel, 55 Cyril Magnin Street; 

Oct. 17, Denver -- Holiday Inn Denver Downtown, 1450 Glenarm Place; 

Oct. 21, Atlanta -- Georgia International Convention and Trade Center, 

1902 Sullivan Road, College Park, Ga, and 

Oct. 23, Washington, D.C. -- J.W. Marriott Hotel, 1331 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
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Persons desiring to present oral statements at the meetings must 
provide a notice of intent to appear, postmarked on or before October 2, 


1986, to the addresses listed below. 


Persons planning to attend a public 


meeting should call the appropriate ETA regional office at the telephone 


number listed below. 


For the San Francisco meeting: 


For the Denver meeting: 


For the Atlanta meeting: 


For the Washington meeting: 


U.S. Department of Labor 

Employment and Training Administration 
450 Golden Gate Avenue 

Box 36084 (Room 9108) 

San Francisco, California 94102 
415-556-7414 


U.S. Department of Labor 

Employment and Training Administration 
1961 Stout Street, Room 1668 

Denver, Colorado 80294 

303-844-4477 


U.S. Department of Labor 

Employment and Training Administration 
1371 Peachtree Street, N.E., Room 400 
Atlanta, Georgia 30367 

404-347-4411 


U.S. Department of Labor 

Employment and Training Administration 
3535 Market Street, Room 13300 

P.O. Box 8796 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19101 
215-596-6336 


Written statements from persons not presenting oral statements must be 


postmarked no later than October 29, 


1986 and should be mailed to: Shirley 


Peterson, Administrator, Office of Employment Security, Employment and 
Training Administration, U.S. Department of Labor, Room N4470, 200 


Constitution Avenue, NW, Washington, 


D.C. 20210. 
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Week of September 29, 1986 
THE CONSUMER PRICE INDEX--AUGUST 1986 


WASHINGTON -- The Consumer Price Index for All Urban Consumers (CPI-U) 
rose 0.2 percent before seasonal adjustment in August to a level of 328.6 
(1967=100), the Bureau of Labor Statistics of the U.S. Department of Labor 
er oe the 12-month period ended in August, the CPI-U has increased 

.5 percent. 


The Consumer Price Index for Urban Wage Earners and Clerical Workers 
(CPI-W) also increased 0.2 percent in August, prior to seasonal adjustment. 
The August 1986 CPI-W level of 323.4 (1967=#100) was 1.2 percent higher than 
the index in August 1985, 


Ty s, the CPI-U rose “percent in August, 
following no change in July. Price changes: in the energy and.food — 
Companents continued to dominate the movement of the CPI. The energy 
component declined 1.9 percent in August, reflecting a further drop in 
prices for gasoline and fuel oi]. On the other hand, the food index rose 
0.9 percent for the second consecutive month, again primarily due to sharp 
advances in meat, poultry, and egg prices. Excluding food and energy, the 
CPI-U rose 0.3 percent in August, the same as the average monthly increase 
for the first 7 months of 1986. 


During the first 8 months of 1986, the overall CPI-U rose at a 
seasonally adjusted annual rate of 0.1 percent. Energy prices declined at a 
25.8 percent annual rate during this period. Excluding energy, the CPI-U 
advanced at 3.7 annual rate during the first 8 months of 1986, which 
compares with a 4.0 percent increase in the 12 months ended in December 
1985. 


_ The food and beverage component rose 0.9 percent in August, following 
a 0.8 percent increase in July. Grocery store food prices advanced 1.2 
percent, primarily due to another 3.2 rise in the index for meats, poultry, 
fish, and eggs. During the first 5 months of 1986, prices for beef, pork, 
poultry, and eggs all declined, but each has turned up sharply in the past 3 
months. Beef prices rose 2.1 percent in August, bringing their advance to 
3.7 percent since May. Pork prices increased 4.5 percent in August and were 
13.9 percent higher than 3 months earlier. Prices for poultry--up 6.1 
percent in August--have increased 16.6 percent in the 3-month period ended 
in August. Egg prices rose 10.9 in August and were up 16.5 percent in the 
past 3 months, Among other grocery store foods in August, prices for fruits 
and vegetables increased 0.7 percent, largely due to a 14,3 percent rise in 
prices for apples. The index for cereal and bakery products increased 
0.6 percent, while the indexes for dairy products and other foods at home 
were unchanged. The other two Components of the food and beverage 
index--restaurant meals and alcoholic beverages--rose 0.4 and declined 0.2 
percent, respectively. 
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12 months. Shelter costs continued to increase moderately, advancing 0.3 
percent in August. Within shelter, renters’ costs rose 0.2 percent; 
homeowners’ costs, 0.3 percent; and maintenance and repair costs, 2.0 
percent. The index for household furnishings and operations increased 0.4 
percent in August. 


The medical care component increased 0.6 percent in August, about the 
same as the average monthly rate of increase so far this year. The index 
for medical care commodities--prescription drugs, nonprescription drugs, and 
medical supplies--rose 0.2 percent. The index for medical care services 
increased 0.6 percent, with the costs of physicians’ services and hospital 
rooms up 0.6 and 0.4 percent, respectively. 


The index for apparel and upkeep registered its second consecutive 
increase, advancing 0.7 percent in August. The introduction of higher 
priced fall and winter merchandise, particularly women's and girls’ 
clothing, was largely responsible for the advance. 


The entertainment component was virtually unchanged in August. The 
other goods and services Component rose 0.6 percent in August, following a 
0.9 percent increase in July. 


CPI for Urban Wage Earners and Clerical Workers (CPI-W) -- Seasonal] 
ust anges 
m a seasonally adjusted basis, the CPI for Urban Wage Earners and 
Clerical Workers rose 0.2 percent in August. 


The index for transportation, reflecting another drop in motor fuel 
prices, declined 0.9 percent in August. Gasoline prices--down 4.7 percent 
in August--declined 30.8 percent in the first 8 months of 1986 and were 38.7 
percent below their peak level of March 1981. Continued declines in the 
indexes for used cars and automobile finance charges also contributed to 

‘ lower transportation costs in August. Used car prices--down 0.4 percent in 
August--declined for the seventh consecutive month and were 4,3 percent 
below their level a year ago. Automobile finance charges dropped 1.2 
percent in August to a point 9.2 percent below their year-earlier levels. 
The indexes for new cars and automobile insurance--up 0.3 and 0.1 percent, 
respectivel y--continued to advance, but by less than in recent months. The 
increase in the cost of automobile insurance, which has advanced 13.3 
percent in the past 12 months, was the smallest rise in 2 years. The index 
for public transportation was unchanged in August as a decline in airline 
fares offset moderate increases in fares for most other modes of public 
transportation, 


The housing component, which was unchanged in July, rose 0.2 percent 
in August, largely due to a turnaround in the index for fuel and other 
utilities. Charges for natural gas increased 1.6 percent in 
August, following a decline of 3.2 percent in July, and more than offset 
further declines in the indexes for electricity and fuel oi], coal, and 
bottled gas. Despite the August advance, the index for natural gas was 3.9 
percent lower than a year ago. Fuel oi] prices--down 1.7 percent in 
August--declined for the eighth consecutive month and were 40 percent bel ow 
their peak level of April 1981. Charges for electricity, which decreased 
slightly in both July and August, were up 2.6 percent over the past 
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FILLERS FROM THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR 


The average woman worker 16 years of age in 1979-80 could expect to spend 29.3 
years of her life in the labor force, this compared with 39.1 years for a 16-year- 
old man, according to a fact sheet on women workers published by the Women's Bureau 
of the U.S. Department of Labor. 


### 


Women accounted for over 44 percent of all persons in the civilian labor force 
in 1985. Among these, half of all black workers were women; 44 percent of all white 
workers were women; and 39 percent of all Hispanic workers were women, according 
‘to a fact sheet on women workers published by the Women's Bureau of the U.S. 
Department of Labor. 


##t 


Women represented 61 percent of all persons 16 years old and over who had 
incomes’ below the poverty level in 1984, according to a fact sheet on women 
workers published by the Women's Bureau of the U.S. Department of Labor. 
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